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inciting Mm to frank repartees. Thus Lasalle, Junot, and
Bapp used to say to the Emperor whatever came into their
heads. The two first, who used to ruin themselves every
other year, would thus relate their pranks to Napoleon, who
always paid their debts. Sainte-Croix was too clever and too
decorous to abuse the favour which he enjoyed; still, when
the Emperor drove him to it, he was capable of prompt and
decisive repartee. Thus, when Napoleon, who would often
take his arm, as they walked through the sands of the isle of
Lobau, said to him, on one of their numerous expeditions,
* I remember that after your duel with my wife's cousin I
wanted to shoot you; I admit that it would have been
a mistake and a very great loss.' < That is quite true, sir,'
answered Sainte-Croix, c and I am certain that now, when
your Majesty knows me better, you wouldn't exchange me
lor one of the Empress's cousins.' * For one, indeed !' said the
Emperor; l you may say for the lot of them.' Another day,
when Sainte-Croix was present, as Napoleon got up the
latter said, as he drank a glass of cold water, * I believe that
SchGnbrunn in German means "beautiful spring"; it was
rightly named, for the spring in the park produces delicious
water, which I drink every morning. Do you like cold
water ?* c No, indeed, sir; I prefer a good glass of bordeaux
or champagne.' Then the Emperor, turning to his valet,
said, * Send the colonel a hundred bottles of bordeaux and
the same number of champagne,' and that very evening, as
Massena's aides-de-camp were dining in their bivouac under
the trees, we saw several mules, from the imperial stables,
arriving with two hundred bottles of excellent wine for
Sainte-Croix, and we drank the Emperor's health therein.became, if not dejure, certainly de facto
